


'-He 1s a very 
1maginat1ve man I have 

no doubt that he 
believes he's tel/mg the truth.' 

about the precise na· 
ture of the exper1, 
ences In l'lts view the 
teas! "outlandish~ ex­
planation 1s tr.at the 
VISltors were extrater 
restnal ~Evert 1l they 
wete crearures o• my 
unconscious they 
had a physical reahty 
lfl the oulSlde world-­
and thars even more 
lantast1c. That fifes rn 
the face of ail sc1en 
hfic knowledge " 

Communion A True 
Story. by Whitley 
Stoeber is not the l1rst 
book to claim that 
nonhuman beings are 
v1SJt1ng the earth It IS 
not even lhe lust book 
whose author claims 
to have met the VISl­
tors personally Yet 
Whtie other SUCtl ef· 
forts have been writ­
ten by tndrviduals of 
sometimes dubious 
backgrounds Com· 
munion 1s the work ol 
a highly regarded n<:N· 
ehst of impeccable 
personal reputation 
Slriober's previous 
books include such 
best-selling novels as 
The Hunger. The Wol­
ten. and Wsrdlr)! 

Str1eber claims that 
he litSI becarM aware 
ot his relationship with 

UFCUPDAIE 

Indeed. 1n an effort 
lo prove his sanity and 
sincerily, Strieber has 
undergone a series of 
psychological tests, 
neurologicai t~sts . 
and even a polygraph 
examination Psychi­
atrist Donald Klein, di­
rector of research for 
the New York State 
Psychratnc Institute 

"the v!Sltors" late on the night of December 26. 1905 m a 
cabin he owns in a remote area of upstate New York Stne­
ber says he was awakened from sleep by a strange noise, 
lollowed by the appearance of an eerie. humanoid trgura 
He was taken out of htS cabin and into a wooded area. and 
from lhefe Into what he thinks was the intenor of a UFO 
where humanoids gave him a physical exam 

This traumatic event-WhlCh Stneber 1ns1sts was not a 
dream-triggered a senes of apparent memories of othet 
simtlar encounters For instance he says 1n 1957. when he 
was twelve. he and family members were abducted by al­
iens And 1n 1968 white travehng through Europe. he expe­
ncnced a penoa of "missing time:· Two to soc weeks van­
ished, lhough odd fragments of memory made sense to him 
when compared w11h his other abducltomexpenences 

"I'm sum something extremely strange happened to me." 
Strieber says, ''and I am posttlve 1t has no convent1onal psy· 
cholog1cal explanation But It is too early to assert opinions" 

declares that Stnebcr ' 15 not hallucrna!tng 1n a manner char­
actenstte of psychosis I also see no evidence of an anxiety 
state mind disorder or personality d1SOrder 

0 

Sc1ence-ftct10n wnter Orson Scott Caro. who notes that 
Stneber's book drew a m1llton-dollar advance says 'Theres 
too 1TI1.1Ch mooey 1n 11 fOf me to beheve in his smcenry. But 
authOr Peter Straub wt'O calls Stneber •rehable, • admrts he 
1s very curtOUS · about the affBir "Whitley 1s a very 11T1ag1-
nahve man. as novet1Sts have 10 be. ~ says Straub 'He got a 
big kick 1n the bottom from his unconsciousness, Which prcr 
voi<ed h1s 1mag1nat10n 1n thrs way I haVe no doubt that he 
believes he 1s telling the truth 

Strleber h1mse1f is calm about the controversy his book 
w1ll 1gnite "My friends 1n the media know me to be honest " 
he explains ~01 course I'll be kicked around, but I wlll have 
to live with 11 " Anyway, "lhe public knows this is happening 
Only the followers of the religion of sc1entism consider the 
Idea of extraterrestrial vis1tstton a heresy ·~JEROME CLARK 


